Keep our NHS public

Keep our NHS public!

The NHS stands at a crossroads. For nearly 60 years Britain has enjoyed a

National Health Service that strives to be comprehensive, accessible and high value
for money. Now, government reforms threaten both the ethos of the NHS, and the
planned and equitable way in which it delivers care to patients.

At the heart of the changes is the creation of a market that welcomes profit-driven
international corporations who answer to shareholders, not patients. This market
will compel hospitals and health professionals, who have traditionally cooperated
to deliver healthcare, to compete with each other and with the private sector. Far
from supporting the NHS, the private sector is in competition with it, and is
already draining away resources and staff.

If these reforms continue the nature of the health system will change radically:

Income and profits will increasingly come before patient needs and clinical
considerations.

Greater inequalities in healthcare will appear, as profitable services and
patients attract money at the expense of unprofitable ones.

Forced market competition among NHS hospitals and primary care will
break up the NHS as a network of collaborating bodies that share resources
and information. Our integrated NHS GP service will be lost. There will be
winners and losers, with some units and even entire hospitals having to
close. We are already seeing job losses and bed closures in NHS hospitals.
Even more of the new money allocated to health will be diverted to
shareholders and company profits, and wasted on the huge administrative
costs associated with establishing and running a market.

There is no evidence that these reforms will improve the health service. And in
spite of increased spending on healthcare, and government commitment to “patient
choice”, the end result of these reforms will undermine the choice that is most
important to patients — access to comprehensive, trustworthy, and local health
services.

The situation is grave. The value of the NHS is immense and cannot be mirrored
by the private sector. It must be kept in public hands, serving the interests of all
patients and the broader public, not the private healthcare industry.



We therefore call on organisations, healthcare workers, patients and the public to
campaign to protect the NHS from further privatisation and fragmentation, and to
keep our NHS public.

For a detailed explanation of the urgency of the situation, and to find out how you
can help, please visit our web site at http:/www.KeepOurNHSPublic.com.

Show your support:

YES, I/we support the above statement concerning the direction of our NHS

Name:

Address:

Position:

e-mail;

I do not want my name to be printed publicly I:I

Signed:

Please return to KONP c/o NHS Support Federation, Community Base, 113 Queens Road,
Brighton, BN1 3XG


http://www.KeepOurNHSPublic.com

